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In November 2009, Daimler's Chajrman, Dr. Dieter Zetsche, made the surpris- ——
ing announcerment that they had bought a majority stake in the successful
Brawn GP Formula One Team. As @ resuit, the 2010 season sees Mercedes
entering Formula One again with its very own works team for the first time
in 55 years. The car ttself reflects the histaric sitver livery reminiscent of
Mercedes glorious racing past. On the 1932 Silver Arrow, the paint was ——
reroved from the car before the start of the race to reduce the weight,
exposing the sitver-coloured base coat undemeath. Since that time all ——
Mercedes Grand Prix cars have always sported sitver paintwark as was the
case in 1954 and 1955 when Mercedes won the Drivers' championship title
twice in succession with Juan Mianuel Fangio. After retiring from Farmula
One, it was not until 1993 that Mercedes retumed to the top tier of motor
sports as the engine supplier to the Sauber Team. 1995 saw the merger with
McLaren. In 2009 two further engine customers, Brawn GP and Force India,

were added to the portfolio. Brawn GP emerged from the former Honda ——
Racing F1 Team that ended its partidipation in Formula One at the end of the
2008 season. Ross Brawn, former hoss of the Honda team, took over the
team in a management buy-out and in their first season in 2009, the team
won both the Constructors' and Drivers’ championship titles. Towards the
end of the year, the partnership with Mercedes was strengthened when
paimler along with Abu Dhabi hased shareholders Aabar bought 751 per-

cent of the Brawn GF. The team personnel remained unchanged with Ross ——
Brawn as Team Principal supported by the Vice-President of Mercedes-Benz
Motorsport, Norbert Haug. The tearn continues to operate from its factory
at Brackley in the UK. The team’s drivers are Nico Rosberg (No. 4), moving to
the team from Wiliams, alongside seven-times World Champion Michael
Schumacher, Like most Formula One rading, the MGP W01 also boasts & —
double diffuser. In accordance with the new set of rules, it is no longer
permitted to refuel during a race so the tank volume has increased quite ——
significantly, meaning the can has to carry sufficient fuel onboard to last the
race. This increased space requirement has led to an elongation of the now
4,80 metre long car. Driven by a Mercedes-Benz 2.4 litre eight-cylinder FO
108X engine, it is capable of producing up to 18,000 rpm. The Silver Arrows
car also attracts attention on account of Its curvaceous nose designed to
achieve an optimal airflow. Despite not competing for the champlonships at

the team would have whished, with 188 points after 17 races, Nico Rosberg ——
and Michael Schumacher have so far delivered a convin<ing performance,
thus securing the team guite early on a position among the first five top
teams.
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